Needle found in the Heart. Dr. Neill, while dissecting the body of a negro, who had suffered, though not urgently, some time before death, from palpitation, slight dyspnoea, and severe cough, and who had never complained of having received any injury uor manifested any tendency to suicide, found a foreign body in the heart, which it was ascertained could not have fallen in during the dissection. It proved to be a broken worstedneedle, two inches long, imbedded iu the external wall of the left ventricle, with its point directed to the apex of the heart. It was much oxidized, and couid not be moved from its situation until the cyst containing it was split up. The broken end was contained in one of the columnae carneae.
Dr. Burow's Case of Tracheotomy.
[Jan.
globe of an inch, in diameter slides at will, for the purpose of retaining a supply of caloric in the blade. It may occupy any of the brachial regions, or several of them at a time, being sometimes limited to the shoulder, at others occupying the whole arm, and extending even to the walls of the chest. It is rare indeed to find it quite absent, and I have only seen one case in which it could be scarcely said to have existed just below the clavicle. Setting apart the few cases in which it is hardly visible, I have generally found it persisting beyond the time requisite for the consolidation of the fracture.
This symptom, then, is a very important one in the diagnosis of fracture of the cervix, in which there is sometimes little or no displacement of parts, no abnormal mobility, and in which crepitation is only to be heard with difficulty, or not at all. The best means of distinguishing crepitation in these cases, is to take the elbow in one hand, and apply the other either to the shoulder or in the axilla, so as to bring the fingers as near the head of the bone as possible, and then to rotate the arm. It would be to attach too much importance to the ecchymosis, to declare it a pathognomonic sign of the fracture; but nevertheless I have never seen it occur, save in the case of this accident, or in that of direct contusion of the ecchymosed parts.?Gazette des Hopitaux, No [Jan. After describing an operation for congenital cataract which he had performed on a subject twenty-two years of age, M. Tavignot goes on to observe:?" According to an opinion very generally received, the success of an operation for cataract is in the inverse proportion to the duration of the disease; and this from the state of torpidity or paralysis into which the retina has fallen, from its functions having ceased for so many years. But experience formally contradicts this. I published, in the 'Gazette Medicale' for 1815, a series of cases, in which operations for cataracts, dating 10, 20, 30, 40 , and 50 years, were attended with complete success. In point of fact, the presence of a cataract, although it prevents the perception of objects, does not prevent the passage of the rays of light to the retina; and however limited the degree of exercise of the retina may be, it suffices to inform us of the degree of aptitude for the resumption of its functions after a successful operation. That amaurosis may coexist with cataract, the experience of every day assures us; but the two affections have a different origin, or may be developed by a similar cause; in no case does the cataract induce the amaurosis, any more than the amaurosis gives rise to the cataract."?Gazette des Ilojiitaux, No. 50. 
